The challenges in adopting care pathways for the dying for use in care homes.
An increasing number of older people are requiring palliative care within the care home setting. There are currently a number of initiatives that are generally gaining approval and being implemented within health care in general with the goal of improving standards of palliative care. These are the Integrated Care Pathway for the dying person, the Gold Standards Framework and the Preferred Place of Care document. The Liverpool Care Pathway is being used across a wide range of care settings to improve care in the last 24-48 hours of life and is being implemented in care homes as part of a national rollout programme. This article aims to explore some of the issues associated with the use of the care pathways in care homes, particularly without the input of additional resources and support for the care homes. It also questions the appropriateness of the pathway in its current format without further work on the specific palliative care needs of the residents dying in care homes.